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CONFIDENTIAL LENINGRAD 1307 
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TAGS: EAGR, APAP, UR 

SUBJ: PROPAGANDIST COMMENTS ON SOVIET GRAIN HARVEST AND GRAIN 
PURCHASES 

1. LENINGRAD ZNANIYE (KNOWLEDGE) SOCIETY PROPAGANDIST 
COMMENTED BRIEFLY ON SOVIET GRAIN HARVEST AND GRAIN 
PURCHASES ABROAD IN AUGUST 20 EVENING PRESENTATION. 

2. PROPAGANDIST. IN PREPARED REMARKS. CONCEDED THAT MUCH 
NOW BEING SAID ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR GRAIN HARVEST; IT 

WAS STILL TOO EARLY TO SAY HOW THE HARVEST WOULD TURN OUT, 
BUT "WE THINK IT WILL BE GOOD." 

3. IN WHAT AMOUNTED TO DEFENSE OFSOVIET GRAIN PURCHASES 
ABROAD, PROPAGANDIST BLANDLY CONTENDED THAT SOVIET UNION 
PURCHASES GRAIN ABROAD NOT RPT NOT BECAUSE IT DOES NOT 
HAVE ENOUGH; AFTER ALL, HE SAID, USSR REALLY REQUIRES 

ONLY ABOUT 60 MILLION TONS FOR PURELY DOMESTIC CONSUMPTION. 

HOWEVER, HE ADDED, SOVIETS ALSO SUPPLY GRAIN TO OTHER 

SOCIALIST COUNTRIES AND, IN VIEW OF UNFAVORABLE 

CLIMATIC CONDITIONS IN MOST OF USSR, IT WAS SOME 

FOUR TIMES CHEAPER TO PURCHASE GRAIN ABROAD, EG FROM 

U.S. AND CANADA, THAN TO GROW HERE. 

NEUBERT 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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